Mariedamm Trail
Hiking in gently undulating terrain
4 km or 9 km

Trehörnings Blast-Furnace
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1. Two Ancient
Remains

Prehistoric burial ground from the Bronze or
Iron Age. Ashes were strewn on the ground
whereupon a stone circle was built.

2. Walk the shortest
part of the trail

If you would like to walk the shortest part of the
trail (4km), turn off the trail westwards when
you come to the road. Follow the road until you
see the trail again, and then continue on it.

3. Solberga Manor

In the 16th and 17th centuries the main road to
Lerbäck went right past the manor. According to
tradition there was a lodge for travellers. Several
manor houses have stood on this spot, of which
one still stands today. The remains of three
others are signposted. They were torn down in
the 1940s.

4. Tar Pile

Remains of tar pile used in the 1930s.

5. Plague Graveyard

Legend has it that these graves are from the
cholera epidemic of the 18th century.

6. Solberga Meadow

Since grazing ceased many rarely seen plants
which once grew here have been overgrown by
bushes on the hillside down from Solberga
Manor. There is a fine view over the woodland
from the top of the meadow, and a resting place
with table and bench.

7. Runsala Ravine

The ravine starts in the north with a cirque. To
the south it closes up in terraces. It was possibly
formed by glacial-waters at the end of the Ice
Age. Many rare plants such as the ostrich fern,
baneberry, sweet woodruff and others thrive in
the ravine.

8. Runsala oak

Runsala oak is several hundred years old and has
a circumference of 540cm. There is a resting
place with a table and bench.

9. Runsala Manor

Remains of a manor dating back to the 17th
century (or even earlier) that was still in use in
the 1930s.

10. Little Runsala

Remains of a croft down from Runsala Manor.

11. The Dry Mines

An elongated mining district which got its name
from the fact that only “poor dry stone” was
mined here, i.e. ore with low iron content but a
lot of quartz and mica. At the mines, the trail
goes over a wooden causeway, or a bridge made
of tree trunks.

12. Janagruvan (Jana
Mine)

When mining ceased at the end of the 1860s, the
Jana mine was the deepest in the area, with a
depth of 78.4 m.

Typical mining-area picture. Photographer unknown.

13. Ängadammen
(Änga Dam)

There was a marsh here whose waters ran north.
It was dammed up so that the water would run
south to Lake Trehörningen. With that, the water
supply required to operate the blast furnace was
created. There is a resting place here, with a
bench.

14. Ängagruvan
(Änga Mine)

First mentioned in 1673. Mining ceased in 1820
when there was a major collapse.

15. Resting place
with a windbreak
and a fireplace.
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16. Stenbro
(Stone Bridge)

The trail crosses Lake Trehörningen via a stone
bridge built during the 1920s. This used to form
a permanent connection to the forest. Lumber
and charcoal were transported here during the
winter. Fish could get through the bridge
between the stones. Occasionally the water
level can be high, making rubber boots or
hiking shoes appropriate footwear. An
alternative route is available at times of very
high water, marked on the map as a dotted line.

Lake Trehörningen

17. Trehörning’s
Settlement
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Remains from the manor date back to the 17th
century or before. The manor was inhabited until
the middle of the 19th century.

18. Works Manager’s
Cottage

The remains of the cottage where the works
manager lived, when the blast furnace was in
production. After the closure of the furnace in
1889, the chain maker Otto Kroon lived here
until his death in 1943, when the cottage was
torn down.

19. Trehörning’s Blast The blast furnace started production in 1636.
During the 1640s Louise De Geer bought many
Furnace
properties in the district, including parts of
Trehörning, Håkantorp, Solberga, Runsala, and
Dammen, which included Trehörning’s blast
furnace. These properties remained in the De
Geer family until 1775, when Johan Abraham
Grill purchased them. The last owner was
Andreas Grill. In 1888 Skyllbergs Bruk bought
the properties. The blast furnace closed for good
on the same day that Andreas Grill was buried in
1889. Very few such earth and wood blast
furnaces have been preserved. There is a model
of it in the Technical Museum in Stockholm. The
blast furnace was renovated in 1995.
20. Coffee Shop

Open Friday, Saturday, Sunday and on public
holidays in the summer. For information on
opening times, please call the tourist office in
Askersund, tel: 0583-81088 or Mariedamms
förening tel: 21052. For ordering at other times,
Mariedamms förening tel: 0583-21052. There is
a barbecue area near to the coffee shop.

Lerbäcks Bergslag
In parts of Västra Tylöskog there was plenty of ore to be mined. In
Lerbäcks Bergslag, one of the country’s oldest mining areas, iron ore was
mined as early as the 14th century. The area was known as the iron or steel
mountain. The parishes of Hammar, Snavlunda and Lerbäck belonged to
Lerbäcks Bergslag as well as the parish of Askersund. King Magnus
Eriksson granted privileges to the industrialists in 1340. The iron industry
flourished during the 17th century, and in total there have been around 40
foundries in the area. The finished iron was refined, and the area became
known for its forging of axes, nails, scythes, and scissors. There were once
300 nail makers here. These foundries began to close in the late 1700s and
early 1800s, and production became more concentrated. Today zinc is
mined in Zinkgruvan, and nails are manufactured in Skyllberg.
Mariedamm
The Dammen Estate goes back to the early 1600s. The foundry proprietor
Jean De Geer (1675–1740) had two wives who both died before him. Both
were called Maria. In their honour he named the estate Mariedam. The
spelling became Mariedamm in the 1970s.

Important things:

If you light a fire, make sure it is
extinguished before you leave. Do not
light a fire during the driest part of the
summer, when the risk of wildfire is
greatest. Dogs must be kept on a lead
from 1/3 until 20/8. Even at other times
you must keep your dog under control,
so that it does not worry other animals.
Please do not drop litter!
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English translation:

Askersunds kommun,
kultur- och fritidsförvaltningen och
Mariedamms förening.
Stuart Foxley.

